HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1241

Political activities/citizen member/legislative ethics brd Public Hrg:1/29/97
Brief Title

Rep.Pennington/Appelwick Staff Contact: Bill Lynch
Sponsor (Leg. Ethics BrdReq.) Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7092

BACKGROUND:

The Legislative EthicBoard was createdn 1994 and consists of fivecitizen

members,two senators, andtwo representatives. The Boardissues advisory opinions
and hearcomplaints  withrespect tolegislators and legislative employeesand ethics
inpublic service.

The citizen members ofthelLegislative Ethics Boardareprohibited from holding or
campaigning fopartisan elective office orfull-time nonpartisan office; serving asan
officer ofa political partyora political committee; allowing hisorhername tobe
used,ormakingcontributions, insupport oforinopposition  toany state candidate
or ballot measure;orlobbying theLlegislature exceptthata member may appear
before alegislative committeeon matters  pertaining totheBoard.Citizen members
oftheBoardmay serveas a precinct committeeperson.

Thereisno prohibition  against a citizen member ofthelLegislative Ethics Boardfrom
makingcontributions orallowing hisorhername tobe usedinconnection withstate

legislative races.Thereisalsano prohibition against a citizen member oftheBoard

fromcampaigning foma seatinthestate Legislature, within two yearsofserving on
theBoardagainst  an incumbentwho was a respondent ina complaint beforghe

Board.
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SUMMARY:

Citizen members of the Legislative  Ethics Board are prohibited from: holding or
campaigning fopartisan elective office oranyfull-time nonpartisan office; serving as
an officer ofa political partyrpolitical = committee; allowing hisorhername tobe
usedormakingcontributions  insupport oforopposition toanylegislative candidate,
any legislative caucus campaign committeethatsupportsor opposes legislative
candidates, orany political action committeethatsupports or opposeslegislative
candidates; orlobbying thelegislature undercircumstances that arenotexemptfrom
lobbyist registration and reporting. Citizen members ofthelLegislative Ethics Board
may serveasa precinct committeeperson.

Inaddition, citizen members ofthelLegislative Ethics Boardmay notholdorcampaign

fola seatnthestate legislature within two yearofserving  ontheBoardif a citizen
member opposesan incumbentwho hasbeentherespondent ofa complaint before
theBoard.

The prohibition against a citizen member oftheLegislative Ethics Boardfromallowing
hisorhername tobe usedormake contributions, insupport oforinopposition  to
any state candidate orstate ballot measureisremoved.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



